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Four Trees – upon a solitary Acre –  

Without Design 

Or Order, or Apparent Action –  

Maintain –  

 

The Sun – upon a Morning meets them –  

The Wind – 

No nearer Neighbor – have they – 

But God – 

 

The Acre gives them – Place –  

They – Him – Attention of Passer by –  

Of Shadow, or of Squirrel, haply – 

Or Boy – 

 

What Deed is Their’s unto the General Nature –  

What Plan 

They severally – retard – or further – 

Unknown – 

 

(Emily Dickinson) 

 

 

 

 



 

ensemble: 

one line for each word respectively each group of words. 

a (short) pause after each line to leave the past word or group of words and to 

turn to the next one. 

 

echo: 

each line begins or concludes with a fermata (“echo”). 

echoing might mean: musing – reminiscing, anticipating, reflecting, responding 

to the past and/or upcoming encounters (any octaves, any repetitions, any 

omissions, any number of sounds, any overlaps). 

 

the areas within the dotted dashes (of a line) are less bars than spaces where 

members of the ensemble encounter each other or – as a soloist – emerge, 

following up the last sound(s) and leading further to the next ones. sounds and 

silences freely unfolding.  

 

each sound: maybe a calm and quiet breath. 

 

 

singer: 

reciting more than one word on the same pitch. 

 

 

 

all again: 

on the whole allowing a vague intonation. 

c sharp for example may be a pitch anywhere between c and d. 
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