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Helle 

Graue Tage, wo die Sonne 

sich wie eine blasse Nonne 

hat gebärdet, sind nun hin. 

Blauer Tag steht blau da oben, 

eine Welt ist frei erhoben, 

Sonn’ und Sterne blitzen drin. 

 

Alles das vollzog sich stille, 

ohne Lärm, als großer Wille, 

der nicht Federlesens macht. 

Lächelnd öffnet sich das Wunder, 

nicht Raketen und nicht Zunder 

braucht’s dazu, nur klare Nacht. 

(Robert Walser, Helle; translated by Daniele Pantano) 

Brightness 

Grey days, on which 

the sun carried itself 

like a pale nun, are gone. 

A blue day is blue above, 

a world has freely risen, 

in which sun and stars sparkle. 

 

All of this transpired in silence, 

without racket, as a great will, 

and without much ceremony. 

the miracle opens up smiling. 

there is no need for rockets 

or matches, only a clear night. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

silence 

vastness 

 

peace 

 

 

 

 

 

 



three movements –  

maybe with decreasing tempo. 

long(er) pauses between the movements – maybe with increasing duration: 

times and places to listen, to muse, to lose oneself. 

finding all together a path into silence. 

 

 

piano: 

each line a certain sequence of sounds. 

moving quietly, flowing softly from tone to tone—following a more or less 

equal pulse. 

alla breve, rubato. 

 

ensemble (small notes): 

sounds and silences freely unfolding in space and time. 

any kind and number of instruments (voices), any octaves, any durations, any 

unpitched (perc.) sounds. 

 

 

 

 

piano and ensemble together: 

approaching both meanings of the verb “concertare“: 

- creating the harmony of all voices 

- competing, disputing 

thereby finding a tender, careful, sensitive encounter—challenging and 

supporting each other. 
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