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By a departing light

We see acuter, quite,

Than by a wick that stays.
There’s something in the flight
That clarifies the sight

And decks the rays

(Emily Dickinson)



organ: quatuor.

three manuals and pedal.

Gerd Zacher’s first interpretation of Joh. Seb. Bach’s “Contrapunctus I”” aims at Bach’s
playing the organ in “real quatuor”: “Bach himself advocated and practiced organ playing in
‘real Quatuor’ on three manuals and pedal. This Fugue [the first one of Bach’s ‘Kunst der
Fuge’] can be played in that manner without undue difficulty.” (Gerd Zacher, booklet to his
ten interpretations “The Art of a Fugue. Johann Sebastian Bach’s ‘Contrapunctus I’ in ten
interpretations” [dedicated to Th. W. Adorno], wergo 6184-2).

while playing on two manuals (and pedal) the player substitutes the color by another octave
register of the organ.

finding a calm and quiet pulsation.
pursuing the pulsation during the pauses.

giving up the pulse at the end.

finding together a path into silence.
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